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Carol 6s Col umn

Dear LAG Artists,

We have just finished participating with Montpelier i
although with t-hpokckedlséddemeamad®r of most of the fest
winter rather than spring I n spite of that LAG
onl ookers to get their feet (or hands) wet by paintin
and more details on page 5

Monday, May 11, is our monthly membership meeting, an
our two 2015 scholarship recipients, and have a sessi
be teaching amwdidhemmigng hen Face in Watercolor Using th
i nformation sheet on her technique is included is pag
Last mont h, the current of ficers, Car ol Leo, Presi den
and Mary EIll en Simon, Treasurer were unanimously vote
the people will be the same, we hope to have new idea
Pl ease be watching your email for an invitation ou

t o
chance to meet and mingle with LAG artists and their

Hope to see you at th€amektlLag this month.

Members Meeting, Monday, May 11, 2(
Susan Avis Murphy

Wat ercol or keeps teaching me new things. I have e
ways and have covered a vast array of subject matte
watery medium behavesdsammdtthsi mgvnt tuanti qglucet hwacyhal | enge ¢

| have been delving into this intriguing subject f
continuously. | have served as an art association
director, juried show participant, juried show juro
instructor, studi o designer, picture framer, el emen
instructor, photographewnvelleegaf Thaloairghamnud Srnowl | , |

t o find a new way to balance those difficult choicesd yglhahobeawho
enjoy good art, though they may not be artists themselves.

In coll ege | majored in biology and anthropol ogy, and rwod kaendd as
mai ntained my interest in art. Especially wanhHrwaterdehwvearj adgmér n
obstacles and create a painting from within. Wor kshops wi tnfy expe
first -Anpdotemet eacher, Barbara Nechis, got me started anmyiowmpire
studio and find that | have |l earned a great deal thr oawglbo piemg hiimtg
excellent professional artists.

My work has been honored with inclusion in many signifi&adhtedxhi
Arti st of Ameri ca, the Nati onal Arts Club, t he Butl er lartrset 0 It it e o
Soci ety, Rocky Mountain National Watermedia Exhibition, thoereAdiro
than 20 major corporate collections, such as General Mot Quleer Beat
Oats, and the FDI C. Several of my paintings have won gold medal s
Wat ercol or Society, and Catharine Lorillard Wolfe Art Club.

Currently | am a signature member of the American Watercol or Soc¢
Society, and Baltimore Watercol or Society, andLEseYeertiw &Mphdbit
Charlottesville, VA, shows my wor k. |l enjoy painting, Myeaching,

husband, Marco Col ombini, and two sons, Paul and Ben have helped



Susan Avis Murphy phone: 301-774-3418

Arttst and websits:
17520 Doctor Bird Road emall: susan@susanavismurphy.com
Sandy Spring, MD 20850 blog: www.susanmurphy.biogspot com

hours: Wed — Sun, 10:00 — 6:00 pm
“First Put It On, Then Take It Off" by Susan Avis Murphy

OK, OK, we're not talking about weight here! We're talking about watercolor paint! Many years ago, inspired by a
watercolor painting | saw by then-Maryland artist Shirley Porter, | realized the value of selectively removing paint to create
interesting light areas with soft edges. She had done a beautiful painting of a hawk, with its feathers delicately suggested
with what | decided must be a lifting-off technique. | was enamored with the results, and began to apply this technique to
my construction rubble paintings that | was doing at the time.

Already | had discovered an interesting effect on my own—that when you paint the paper’s surface with raw umber and
then let it drip and encourage it to run, you get these fascinating textural effects that look like rivulets. | discovered this
while trying to create the orange clay-like ground undemeath a pile of bricks. Since raw umber is an easily liftable paint, |
found that | could use Shirley's technique to scrub off the areas | wanted to be lighter. Amenican Artist asked me to write
an article for “The Watercolor Page” back in 1886 about these techniques, and it appears in the blog article referenced in
the link at the end of this article.

So | began putting the two techniques together in many paintings: the rivulet technique and the lifting technique.
Here are a few examples of similar paintings:

First and importantly, | have banished all staining colors from my watercolor palette. It is important to me that all the
colors | use should be “liftable”, or able to be gently scrubbed off with a stencil brush and some water. If you would like a
list of pigments | use, please see my website at www.arthouseart. com and look under Classes > Supply List.

Now | will describe the step-by-step approach | used to paint “Water Nymph™ shown here:




Wor Kshop dupdhattteed by Donna Aldridge
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Me mber News

Nar Swoerelthe FELLOWSHI P AWARD at the Cider Painters
ROSES2na place award at the WWCA exhibition at Frien
judge and a 3rd place award at the WOMANG6S CLUB of C

Di ane Swaplawarded an Honorable Mention for her mini
Club of Chevy Chase Annual Show and Art Sale. She al

Donna Al dridgeand8aemne¢e ywiadudtr doore cel ebrating the end of
watercol ors at Paint Branch Unitarian Church on Powd
1 p.m."

ExhibitssWhpriatteed by Diane Shipley

2015
LAGO6s exhibit at Huntington Community Centerds Art C
| ooks great. The delightful reception was held on Ma
attendance. A special thanks goes out to Tom Kirby f
to Ada Ghuman, Mary EIll en Si mon, and Linda Williams
huge undertaking. Pl ease try to stop by to sefe pme s
and8630 pm.
The May exhibit which was scheduled for Laurel Regi o
changes at the hospital. We will stildl have the show
hope tohkbaeenfirmed dates available soon
2016
Br ooksi de-F&abrrdueairsya r2c2h2 @186

LAG Onl i nesubxnhititietd by April Ri mpo

‘“Ani mal so6 is the theme O0Afs curwalyast @ shte @Ormlgii me abxdh iptaists.w
rul es i he Onl i nlef Eyxohuidbd tl ilknes ttrou catdido nosn.e painti ng t
soThe exhibit will r emafi nyooun doinnGet fhoarv eo nteh ey eianrs.t r uct i
I 61 | them to you.

I f youbdéd |ike me to post an image f®reyewabpleeasethe
only of the painting with no mat or frame showing. P
sell the work, pl ease include a price and contact 1in
The exhibit for the past three months hahserbeeen ABI ac
Ei ght members exhibited. Exhibits remain online and

Exhibition Opportunities

The Artistsodo Galilnevriyt eosf aQotliusntbsi a8 o submit original wc
artistsd space. Delivery date is Juieyy 430, 2015. For
Paint Branch Unitarian Church

Are you interested i naepxlhe @3 dntn,g pwarleli clairhlwteed i sht or s
especially on Sundays, a |l ow commissibDind aywau alRmo@w ptoh
Branch Unltarlan Universalist Cbbtfehd$somhPawdedrer Mi Inlf o
pl ease alJadneTr ewmta i-A8 908 0d1 t5r702ut @ms n. com



http://laurelartguild.org/olexhibit/main.php?g2_itemId=517
mailto:jd_trout@msn.com

Fest.i

v al

part

Al t hough the weath
and not too invitd.i
steady stream of v
l ong and many r eme
from previous year
glad to have found
agai n.
The festival is al
many types of hand
product s, pl ant s,
_ good food offered
LAG gives a hearty Thank You to Georg@eng%q%y and B.J.,
Shipleyds, without whom our tables, chairs, tents, and
been set wup.
201145 Executive Board
IPresident Vi ce President [Secretary Treasurer/ Member shi
ICaroI Leo Mel i ssa Price Phyllis Ross Mary EIll en Si mon
301 @286 ,-4 2842011301 -2B881 301 O@d7 301 8781
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IMAC Liaison Critique Laur el Arts DisS|Historian
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IMaril een Cunni M. E. Simon Ad ashuman Anne Harter
301 - 7084 301 @751 301 8003 301 -3387
t edmarl1@msn. cqst 8900@verizon.lexhibits@ aurelaaharter @erizon. e

ILAG Open Schol arship *Festival ActivilPublicity
IRisa Elle Mary Ellen Gordfen Syl via Valentino
57-B0-8238 30-608290 slvtalk@yahoo.com
| agopen@ aur elearrtyedillech.qorrgonfl 7@y mai | . com
|News|etter
?
ltems with ? Are in need of Chali
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0il, Acrylic, & Watercolor Workshop
With Steve Fleming

Sponzored by The Laurel Art Guild,Ine., Laurel Maryland

Steve works in watercolor, acrylic, and oil, and teaches both
for_The Art Leagne in Alexandra, Virginia, as well as in
workshops across the comniry and abroad. Steve says that
his goal as an artist is to be creative and his goal as a teacher
is to help his stodents leamn to interpret the world around
them, not to promote the belief that the poal of art is the
perfect rendering of a subject.

Check out Steve’s blog at:
WS ingartistsindio com
e Aldridee Saturday May 16, 2015
7008 College Heights Drive 9:30 AM 1o 330 PM
Hyattsville, MD 20782 _ .
Phone: 31-927-5999 To be held at: Riderwood Town Center
de.aldridze/a comeast.net Craft Room
— : I 3140 Gracefield Road
: Silver Spring, MD
The costis:  $38.00 for LAG Members
$46.00 for Non-members
Breakfaszt Snacks provided - Bring a Lunch
Enrollment is limited to 14
Payment is due by April 25, 2015

Steve Fleming Workshop - May 16, 2015
Enclosed iz my check payable to “LAG” in the amount of §

IAM { AM NOT a Laurel Art Guild member.
MName: Phone Mao:
E-Mal: Address:

Dietach and return this portion with payment to Donma Aldridse
TolE Collepe Heighis Dirive, Hyatisville B0 20782
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Mont pelier Arts Cente
http://arts.pgparks.com/ O
Mont pel i er Arts Center/ Vi

Laurel Art Guild Highlights
Montpelier Arts Center
9652 Muirkirk Rd.
Laurel, MD 20708
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