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Carol’s Column,

Herbs, Tea, and the Arts Festival
Plein air sketch by late LAG
artist Donna Aldridge

Dear LAG Members,
Spring is making a comeback. It is a beautiful time of year to be
outside experiencing the reawakening of the plants and trees. Art
opportunities also abound. It is a good time to combine the two types of
events and do some outdoor art or participate in outdoor art shows. The
annual Festival of Herbs, Tea, and the Arts on the grounds of
Montpelier is coming up on April 30. Each year LAG participates in
this outdoor event, and we plan to again take part this year, although
what type of activity this will involve is pending. It may be something
new and different. Be watching your email for the details, and
remember that involvement with this festival fulfills your LAG job
requirement for the year.

The 2016 LAG Juried Open is now behind us, and I hope that you were able to stop by and view
this exciting display of high caliber artwork of every description, that was hung in such a way
that there was unity and cohesion. Thanks to Melissa Price for coordinating the show as well as
to John Cholod and April Rimpo for their website service, and thanks to the MAC staff for their
support and assistance. Special thanks to our jurist, Barbara Nuss.
The Brookside Garden Show also has come to an end as of this Monday, and LAG will then
have a short breather before the Fairhaven Exhibit is put into place. Thank you to Diane Shipley
and Ofelia Moore for coordinating these shows.
As we look forward also to our next Member Meeting to be held on Monday, April 11, we can
reflect back on our March Member Meeting that featured an intense session on encaustic
painting by talented LAG artist, Daniel Venne. Besides demoing his own encaustic work, Daniel
wasted no time in distributing small boards to all meeting attendees and leading us on a
fascinating journey through melted wax, oil pastel, heat guns, and scraping tools as we
experimented with this new medium that resulted in many surprise paintings.
In the month of April, we look forward to a presentation and critique of our work by Hai-Ou
Hou, of the Chesapeake Fine Art Studio. (See below.) Have two works in any stage of
completion ready to bring to the meeting that night, in order to receive helpful and constructive
advice.
Please see the newsletter for information on the upcoming workshop and other exhibit events.
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In April, we are also preparing to cast our ballots in agreement or not with this year’s slate of
LAG Officers. Please be watching your email for more information.
I look forward to seeing everyone at the meeting in April.
Carol Leo

Snapshots from March’s meeting:

Daniel Venne demonstrates encaustic techniques – dyed, melted wax

Mary Ellen and Jon try their hand at it
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Daniel‟s presentation was very interesting and educational. Everyone present
participated in creating their own encaustic piece, some even made two. It was an
enjoyable evening as we learned something new.

April Member’s Meeting:
Our April meeting, at Montpelier Arts Center, will be held Monday, April 11th at 7:00 pm.
We will have a demonstration and critique by Hai-Ou Hou, of the Chesapeake Fine Art
Studio.

Member News:
LAG welcomes our newest member, Patricia Greco. Patty‟s preferred medium is pencil.
Her contact information is pattygreco@gmail.com or 410-963-6779.
Hopefully we will see her at our April Member‟s Meeting.
Thomas Kirby will be the featured “Artist of the Month” for April at Olive on Main
Restaurant at 504 Main Street, Laurel. The reception is April 14 th from 5:30-7:30 pm.
Diane Shipley will be in the Annual Women‟s Club of Chevy Chase Show and Sale to
be held from April 8-10 at 7931 Connecticut Avenue, Chevy Chase. Show hours: Friday
2:00-5:00, Saturday 11:00-5:00, and Sunday 1:00-5:00. Over 150 local artists will have
work there. Diane was juried into an exhibit called “The Messiah Revisited” at the
Forcey Bible Church in Silver Spring. Congratulations to Diane, she won 2nd place!
Daniel Venne was another LAG member juried into “The Messiah Revisited” exhibit
where he brought home the honor of 1st place! Daniel also had one of his works juried
into the Pastel National 2016 at Wichita Center for the Arts.
Deanna Williford and her studio mates invite you to their June exhibit and sale at the
historic Oliver‟s Carriage House, 5410 Leaf Treader Way, Columbia, MD 21044 – near
the Columbia Mall. The reception is Friday, June 3rd from 5:30-8:00 pm. The exhibit will
open on Saturday, June 4th from Noon-3:00. A portion of the proceeds [from sales] will
benefit the Route One Day Center that provides services and assistance to homeless
persons in Howard County.
LAG‟s good friend, Irene Sylvester, is having a show in the Resident Artists Gallery at
MAC, April 3rd through the 24th. The reception is Saturday, April 9th from 1:00-3:00 pm.
Irene is also teaching a collage class and workshop at Montpelier this spring.
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Robin Hatton was recently contacted by Liz Henzey, Director
of the Columbia Art Center, who invited her to exhibit in the
"Blossoms of Hope 2016: Moving Forward" exhibit. The
theme focuses on moving forward after a life or health
challenge. She discovered Robin through the Laurel Art
Guild.
Robin states, “I'm very grateful to the Laurel Art Guild for
directing Ms. Henzey to me. I've entered a 16" x 20" oil
entitled, “Finding Hope" to the exhibit. The statement I've
supplied to go with it is: „Life and heath trials can cause us to
feel frightened, ugly, and out of place. Finding the beauty all
around us even when we feel odd, misdirected, and in pain,
enables us to live with a surprising hope.‟ My painting has a
bewildered frog amid bright aspen leaves, flowers, and
beautiful pots.”

The bottom of this page, and the next, are devoted to our most recent exhibits; The LAG
Open and Brookside Gardens. The images were photographed, and put together by
April Rimpo. Please enjoy this brief view of the beautiful work that was on display.

Brookside Gardens Exhibit by April M Rimpo:
The works of many LAG artists are currently on display at Brookside
Gardens. This is a large show which will run now through March 27,
2016. There are also two other artists who have many beautiful
watercolor paintings in the atrium.

Everyone should try to stop by the exhibit and view all the art work; it is a
lovely show. You will find Brookside Gardens at 1800 Glenallan Avenue,
Wheaton, MD. If you have never been to the gardens it will be a treat.
The exhibit is located in the Visitors Center. The parking lot by the visitor
center has reopened even though you will still see some construction and
landscaping around the center as they wrap up their renovations.
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Here are some images of that exhibit for you to enjoy. There were so many wonderful
pieces I couldn‟t include them all.
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LAG Open Reception:
A great crowd was present at the reception for our
47th Annual Laurel Art Guild Open. Our juror,
Barbara Nuss, explained her criteria for selecting
the artwork for the exhibit and the award winners.
Those pieces that made her say “wow” and
“grabbed her and made her keep looking” tended
to receive the awards. She commented on the
design of the award winning pieces providing great
insight into what makes a compelling piece.
Barbara Nuss and Melissa Price
during Opening Talk

Alice Plaster-1st Place
Harley-Davidson Sportster 72
Oil on Canvas

Many thanks to Melissa Price, Vice President and
LAG Open Chair, for organizing our exhibit and to
Barbara Nuss for selecting a beautiful exhibit.

Richard Weiblinger-2nd Place
Spiral Tower 2509, Photography

Kristrinah Ayala-3rd Place
Waiting for the Bus, Watercolor

Honorable Mentions for the following pieces.

Lynda Mitic “Curls”
Oil on Canvas

Teresa Cowley “Jessie's Roses”
Oil on Canvas
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Theresa Alo
“Crackle Entwined” - Clay

Exhibits:
Fairhaven Retirement Community in Sykesville is scheduled for April and May. Deadline
for entry has been extended until Friday, April 1. It will be another large show so we
need your contributions!! Entry Form attached.
June – WSSC, Laurel – We will have an exhibit at the Washington Suburban Sanitary
Commission building during June. More paintings!!!!!
I have booked a new venue for November. Our show will be at the Olive Leaf Bistro at
Savage Mill, Laurel, MD. More details to follow closer to the show date.
There is still time to join with Resident MAC Artist, Judith Kornett, who will be having her
exhibit titled “Less is More” at the Montpelier Arts Center in May 2016. She has issued a
call for artists, who would like to join her, to create a small work of art - no larger than
10”x10”x10” - to be included in her installation. Your donated pieces, along with her
sculptures, will be for sale and the proceeds will be donated to three organizations that
aid and support victims of violence. If you would still like to participate, you may ship,
mail or deliver your piece to: Judith Kornett c/o Montpelier Arts Center, 9652 Muirkirk
Road, Laurel, MD 20708. Please include name, state of residence, and suggested
price. Your work must arrive before April 15, 2016.
There are still opportunities for a one man/woman show in a very nice space. Your art
could be on display for a group who enjoy viewing and purchasing art. If you have
around 20 framed paintings, photos or original prints, medium to large size, this might
be the ideal spot for you. Interested parties should contact Paint Branch Unitarian
Universalist Church, in Adelphi. The phone # is 301-937-3666 for further information.
Online Exhibit – by April Rimpo
The new exhibit theme is Shades of Purple. Any shade from the palest lavender to the
deepest purple will work. Anything goes from a painting with a significant amount of
purple to a tiny sparkle of purple that makes your painting zing. The more artists we
have participating in these exhibits the better. So please, post your own image to this
one [one per member] or you can send a jpg to April and she‟ll post it for you.
To login to the online gallery go to http://laurelartguild.org/olexhibit/main.php the
username and password follows the algorithm described in the Online Exhibit
instructions. If you have forgotten or lost your copy, April can send the instructions.
You can still submit an image to the other three exhibits, as well. They are titled; Fall
Fling, Animals, or Florals. You must use a separate login for each exhibit to insure the
image ends up in the correct exhibit. Contact April if you need assistance. Be sure to
include title, medium, and size. Optionally, you can also provide price and contact
information, but remember, your contact info will be in the internet, so proceed
accordingly.
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Plein Air:
Gee, I don‟t remember Carol commenting on a wonderful “paint-in” experience this
winter. So, here‟s our chance to redeem ourselves and make suggestions for a few
“lovely, early spring” excursions. I know the cherry blossoms are in the midst of bursting
and daffodils are popping up all over the place, so there must be a host of possibilities
with scenery just begging to be painted. Maybe you‟ve been saving that special venue
for just such an emergency? Let‟s flood Carol‟s email with ideas.
paintoutdoors@laurelartguild.org
Plein Air not your thing? Not sure you‟re up to the challenge? I‟ll make you a deal
[because I‟m not sure about it myself] – you call me [Jon Shields] and I will come out
and try it with you. [301-252-9267]

Workshops:
There is still an opportunity to attend the Steve Fleming workshop – Saturday, May 14,
at Riderwood, in Silver Spring from 9:30am - 3:30pm. That workshop is limited to 14
participants so everyone will have the opportunity to benefit from Steve's expertise!
The format is a morning demo by Steve, then we paint (with Steve roving around to
assist and answer questions), followed by a friendly critique the last half hour. Light
refreshments will be served and you may bring your own lunch or purchase a lunch
nearby. The cost for the workshop is $30.00 for LAG members and $40.00 for nonmembers.
Although Steve will focus primarily on landscape painting, he excels in teaching figure
painting, composition, and design, as well. Steve's style of teaching is both lively and
instructional; giving his students a very doable yet challenging lesson. His ability to
break down the painting/drawing to very understandable and repeatable steps makes all
the participants feel capable.
At the conclusion of the workshop, Steve will guide us through a thoughtful and positive
group critique to summarize concepts learned.
Hopefully you can join us in advancing our techniques and knowledge through Steve's
guidance. The deadline for the May 14 workshop is April 27. Please mail your check
(payable to "Laurel Art Guild") ASAP to insure your spot in the workshop(s) to:
Deanna Williford
8640 Goldenstraw Lane
Columbia, MD 21045
Any questions? Contact Deanna at 301-785-1081 or deannawilliford@yahoo.com
[workshop flyer attached]
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2015-16 Executive Board
President

Vice President

Secretary

Treasurer/Membership

Carol Leo

Melissa Price

Phyllis Ross

Mary Ellen Simon

301 423-6466, 240-475-4219
president@laurelartguild.org

301 464-1261
wingate_1@verizon.net

301 725-0627
secretary@laurelartguild.org

301 776-6721
treasurer@laurelartguild.org or
membership@laurelartguild.org

Exhibits

Webmaster

Workshops

Plein Air

Diane Shipley

April Rimpo

301 586-0705
exhibits@laurelartguild.org

410 531-7602
webmaster@laurelartguild.org

MAC Liaison

Laurel Arts District
Liaison

Historian

Scholarship

Marleen Cunningham

Ada Ghuman

Mary Ellen Gordon

301 776-7084
tedmar1@msn.com

301 490-8003
exhibits@laurelartguild.org

Anne Harter
301 345-5327
aharter@verizon.net

Publicity

LAG Open

*Festival Activities*

Newsletter

Barb Mertens

Melissa Price

barb.mertens@gmail.com

301 464-1261
wingate_1@verizon.net

Carol Leo
?

?

301 423-6466
paintoutdoors@laurelartguild.org

301- 509-8290
maryellengordon17@gmail.com

Jonathan Shields
301-252-9267
Jon.Shields@Dunbararmored.com

?

Items with ? Are in need of Chairpersons!
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Laurel Art Guild Highlights
Montpelier Arts Center
9652 Muirkirk Rd.
Laurel, MD 20708
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