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Jon’s Journal
First, to those of you who are fans of turkey, let me wish you a very Happy
Thanksgiving!
December has snuck up on us, we have turned the clocks back, the sun doesn’t seem to
want to hang out and play anymore (at least not for long), and one can sense the chill
in the air forewarning of winter, and yet, what a wonderful time of year! We begin to
set our hearts and minds towards family gatherings, good food, good conversation, and
some good old holiday cheer. Of course, this is also the time when the buzz of the hustle
and bustle begins to make a nuisance of itself. But in and around and through all of this,
I still hope we will find just a bit of time for ourselves to be creative.
Our November Member’s Meeting, recently held on Monday the 14th, provided an
opportunity for several of us to enjoy a presentation of abstract works by our guest,
Susan Crane. Susan shared some thoughts, ideas, and a few techniques while telling
her story of a lifelong love of art. Ms. Crane also lent her eye and teaching perspective
to a selection of member’s art – a lovely display of watercolor, pastel, acrylic and mixed
media works - a talented bunch we have.
LAG also had a workshop in early November, with Steve Fleming. I am told the ten
participants, including several guests, had a great time and were glad they attended.
A big “Thank you” to Deanna Williford for organizing, and to Carol Leo for “mobilizing”
painters.
Please check the exhibits section below. I know Diane has been busy locating and
scheduling venues for LAG to show their stuff. You may also want to take a peek in the
Member’s Gallery and at the on-line exhibits at laurelartguild.org. Better yet, if you’re
not already in there, get a few of your pieces on display. There is now a new exhibit
theme: Rustic.
Last but not least, mark your calendars for LAG’s Annual Holiday Hangout and have fun
at our December get together. This meeting will be held at Montpelier on Saturday the
Tenth, from 11:30 AM until 3:00 PM. We will have a brief discussion of upcoming events,
business, etc, and a hands-on demonstration of Zentangle by our very own Deanna
Williford. Bring lunch if you like, but what we really would like to see is a wide variety of
desserts to share!
As I looked through my journal of quotes related to art, I found this simple thought by
Picasso; “Painting is just another way to keep a diary.” So to that I’ll add, try to write in
it everyday.
See you soon,
Jon
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Member News

Membership Update

LAG welcomes Sharon Hart Sefton
back as a member. Sharon, who currently
teaches art at Palloti High School, is a
former LAG president. Her preferred media
are drawing, watercolor and acrylic. She
can be reached at kiwisuits@msn.com or
301-776-5997.

Deanna Williford, Diane Shipley, and
Carol Leo will be vending at the HCAC
Open House and Holiday Sale on Friday,
Dec. 2 (5:30 - 8:30 PM) at the Howard
County Art Center building on 8510 High
Ridge Road in Ellicott City. Join holiday
shoppers for food, music, refreshments
and unique gifts!!!

Exhibitions

Diane Shipley was juried into The Cider
Painters of America national miniature
exhibit in Pennsylvania. During December
she will have a solo show at Olive on Main
in Laurel, with a reception on Thursday,
December 15, from 5:30 - 7:30 PM. All are
welcome.

by Diane Shipley
We have a show scheduled for the
Laurel/Beltsville Senior Center from
December 5, 2016 – February 4, 2017.
The show is full so no more entries will
be accepted. Note: hanging will be on
December 3 at 11:00 am. If you would like
to help hang the show, please let Diane
know.

Mary Ellen Simon has paintings on
exhibit at Amici Miei restaurant in Potomac
through January 8, 2017.

I spoke briefly with Emily Conover about
an exhibit at Paint Branch Unitarian
Universalist Church in Adelphi. We are
discussing having a show to include works
by Jane Trout and Donna Aldridge, both
members who passed away in 2016, along
with the Laurel Art Guild. It will probably
be in the early spring of 2017. More
details to follow.

Ada Ghuman’s exhibit at Olive on Main
in Laurel, Maryland continues through
November.

Other Opportunities
From the Community
The Miniature Painters, Sculptors &
Gravers Society of Washington ,D.C.
(www.mpsgs) cordially invites you to
the 83rd annual international exhibition
of fine art in miniature. It will be held
November 20th thru December 31st, 2016
at Strathmore Mansion at 10701 Rockville
Pike, Bethesda, MD. It is a free exhibit and
will include over 700 miniatures from all
over the world, including two LAG artists
Catherine Nickle and Diane Shipley.

I just scheduled a show for May and June
2017 at the Bowie Senior Center. It
will be here before we know it, so I hope
you will be busy painting during our cold,
winter months.
Looking ahead: June 2018 – Patuxent
Research Center – National Wildlife
Visitor Center, Laurel, MD. It is a long
ways off, but start thinking about painting
wildlife, nature, and/or environmental
conservation issues. Subject matter
should include endangered, threatened,
or native species (to North America),
wetlands, oceans, woodlands, prairies,
or other habitats that are recognized as
symbols of the earth’s vital resources. No
domestic animals. More guidelines from
the Center will follow at a later time.
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On-line Exhibits

There are four exhibits on display in
our on-line gallery: Favorite Places,
Symphony of Spring, Shades of
Purple, and our newest addition, Rustic.
Each member can post one image
depicting their interpretation of the title.
You must use a separate login for each
exhibit to insure the image ends up in the
correct exhibit.
You can send a jpeg file to
webmaster@laurelartguild.org. Be sure
to provide the title, size, and medium. If
you want it listed for sale, also provide
the price and contact information that you
are willing to share on-line. Contact John
Cholod at webmaster@laurelartguild.org
for assistance, if needed.

December Holiday
Hangout

Our annual party to celebrate art and
the holidays will be held at Montpelier on
Saturday the Tenth, from 11:30 AM until
3:00 PM. Bring lunch if you like, and plan
to share dessert.
In addition to a brief business meeting,
we’ll enjoy a free workshop of Zentangle
from 11:30-1:00, with our very own
Deanna Williford.
Come join the fun as we explore the
popular art form called Zentangle. Deanna
Williford became a Certified Zentangle
Teacher in 2010 and has enjoyed teaching
this easy-to-learn, relaxing method of
drawing structured patterns in a variety
of settings. Anyone can learn, regardless
of prior art experience! This approach to
drawing will help you increase your focus
and creativity. Deanna will bring all the
supplies necessary. Bring a Sakura Micron
01 pen, if you like. Any questions, you are
welcome to contact her at 301-785-1081.
Curious? Go to www.Zentangle.com for a
preview.

Samples of
Deanna
Williford’s
Zentangle Art
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October Paint Out Submitted by Carol Leo, Plein Air Chair
Four LAG members set up on the grounds of the Patuxent Wildlife
Refuge on the bright and blustery morning of Friday, October 29,
and determinedly painted for several hours. Additional members
and a guest came by to take pictures and visit. Plein air, besides
being a rigorous workout of painting skills, never fails to provide
its own set of surprises that liven up the experience and give new
challenges to the goal of staying focused on the subject matter
Diane Shipley, watercolor
and task at hand.
This particular paint-out was no exception. Although we had picked a weekday, the venue was far from devoid of visitors. These included local school groups on field trips and casual hikers.
Anecdotes of the Day
Cathy Nickle: As mentioned, on a humorous note, a hiker stopped to ask me what I was doing and noted with
some puzzlement that “there was a sudden proliferation of artists.” We both laughed and I told him that this
was the October plein air event for the Laurel Art Guild.
Mary Ellen Simon: One of the joys of painting in public places is talking with passersby.
When these include groups from local elementary schools, it's sometimes quite a challenge keeping the little ones' fingers off the painting and out of the paint box.
Carol Leo: Totally unanticipated was the train, which
provides scenic rides for visiting nature lovers. I found out
too late, that I had chosen the exact path utilized by the
train to set up my painting apparatus. At least six times I
Mary Ellen Simon, Pastel had to hastily gather up my gear and move aside to
make way for the train on its routine sightseeing journey.
The beautiful painting at the left by Cathy Nickle
did not happen without struggles. In Cathy’s
words, as she packed up, “unfortunately there
was a big gust of wind that caught my easel,
knocked it down, my painting went flying down
the ditch and the one tray knocked against the
pole and fell on the road and broke the one
hinge off. Had to pull some grass off the
painting but not too bad. “

Cathy Nickle, Oil

Yet, in the true spirit of plein air painting, in
spite of the above incident, Cathy is asking,
“When is the next event”?

A big Shout Out goes to Cathy Nickle because she saved us much time
and gasoline by going online and discovering that our original destination, The National Arboretum, was unexpectedly closed for the day.
Thank you, Cathy!! :)
Our next group painting event will be a paint-in on a Saturday in
January. More details will follow.

Carol Leo watercolor
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Newsletter Input Due
the 10th of the Month
Please provide items you would like to have
included, as space allows.
Any work in a show? Pictures welcome to
brighten our newsletter!
Recent sales?
Your upcoming exhibits?
Calls for artists that you know about and
others should know.
Suggestions for Plein Air location?

Laurel Art Guild Highlights
Montpelier Arts Center
9652 Muirkirk Rd.
Laurel, MD 20708
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