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March Member Meeting Program
Montpelier Art Center
March 12, 7:00 pm
Irene Sylvester will lecture and demonstrate collage techniques and their use in her
current approach to her work on March 12 at 7:00 pm at the Montpelier Arts Center.
Ms. Sylvester is an accomplished artist and teacher who brings a wealth of experience
to her presentations. She is currently a Resident Artist at the Montpelier Arts Center
and a well-known popular teacher. She is a member of both the Baltimore Watercolor
Society and Potomac Valley Watercolor Society who has had many solo exhibits
in regional galleries. She has won numerous awards and her work hangs in many
permanent collections throughout the region, including the Sumner School Museum in
D.C., the Brazilian Embassy, Baltimore Federal Reserve Bank, and Kaiser Permanente
Headquarters in Silver Spring. Trained at the Traphagen School of Fashion Design and
the Art Students League, both in New York City, Irene works in watercolor and collage.
She is equally at home with abstract, landscape and people for her subjects. More
examples of her work can be seen at http://isylvester.com/.
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Member News

Floral Gesture
Workshop on March 31

April Rimpo has three paintings hanging
in Children’s National Medical Center
through March. It is located at 111
Michigan Avenue, NW Washington, DC
20010. She is one of ten artist from
Touchstone Gallery included in this
exhibition. A portion of sales are donated
to the CNMC.

We are happy to report the Jackie
Saunders’ workshop is full, and we have
two people on the wait list.
Saturday, March 31, 2018, from 10 am
through 4 pm at Riderwood Village,
3110 Gracefield Rd, Silver Spring,
Maryland 20904

Her painting Gothic Pinnacles will be
on exhibit at Bernice Kish Gallery in
Slayton House from March 29 through
May 5. The Opening reception of this
Baltimore Watercolor Society exhibit will
be on April 8, from 3 - 5 pm. She’d love to
see you there.

Exhibitions

Shipley

by Diane

January 8 – March 2 – OASIS Gallery,
Bethesda. We have 14 artists and 50
pieces of work on display. The gallery is
in the Macy’s Home Store (separate from
the Macy’s fashions store) at Westfield
Montgomery Mall, 7125 Democracy
Blvd, Bethesda, MD. I hope you can get
over there to see it. We had lots of good
comments at the reception.

49th LAG Open
Lois Wolford selected 60 paintings for this
exhibition. Congratulations to these LAG
members who were selected:

June 1-30 – Patuxent Research Center
– National Wildlife Visitor Center,
Laurel, MD. I will need approximately
30 pieces. Our display area will be six
6’ x 6’ panels. Paintings should be of
wildlife, nature, and/or environmental
conservation issues. No domestic animals.
Guidelines were sent out earlier. Please
follow them closely.

• Peggy Benedict
• John Cholod
• Sally Davies
• Sandra Emme
• Teresa Ficaretta
• Richard Price

July 2 – August 15 - The Howard
County Conservatory, Woodstock, MD.
You may submit the same paintings that
were displayed at Patuxent and we also
will need many more nature-themed
paintings, i.e., landscapes, animals,
etc. We will need at least 60 paintings,
possibly more depending on size.

• April Rimpo
• Sharon Sefton
• Diane Shipley
• Narissa Steel

Other Art Opportunities

October 18 – December 15, 2018
– Slayton House Gallery. It is a large
space and we will again need lots of
paintings.

City of Bowie Arts Committee is having a
Spring Arts & Crafts Market on Saturday,
March 31, 2018 from 9am - 2 pm. Go to
www. cityofbowie.org/525/arts-committee
for detailed prospectus. No Bowie resident
requirement.

Please remember that I need help with
hanging all shows. You don’t have to be
in the show to help out. All help is greatly
appreciated.
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Enjoy Images from Our OASIS Exhibition

3

Oral Histories of Our Founding Members
Louise Kyanko

by Leigh Marget

This article is the third in a series fondly
dedicated to LAG’s founding members:

at the art and listening to the music.
Suddenly I was struck with an idea. I
asked the band to take 5. Immediately
people started buying. Why? They wanted
that happiness rush to keep flowing and
without the music they had to focus on the
art.

I so enjoyed interviewing Ms. Louise
Kyanko. She began today’s oral history by
expressing her gratitude for the constancy
of support from Ms. Gertrude Poe, Editor of
the Laurel Leader. The rest if this article is
based on Ms. Kyanko’s own words – though
not verbatim.

The Laurel Leader took photos of the who’s
who attending the show & supporting
the high school band. That was great PR.
Others wanted to get a piece of that kind
of publicity. LAG eventually got the help of
plumbers, furnace repairmen, landscapers,
and even a sign maker.

When the founders of LAG needed
publicity, Ms. Poe was there for us. She
put us on the front page all the time. I was
wearing a double hat in those days as a
member of the Laurel Democratic Club and
as the LAG Outreach Representative. I got
to know everybody.

________
A funny side story – At one point there
was a conversation regarding a permanent
studio space for LAG. We were talking
about the prospect of using the Montpelier
Carriage house. When asked how much
space we would need one of us – I think it
was Ella - boldly replied, “All of the space!”
We giggled. To our surprise, we got the
response: “If you gals need it all – you’ll
have it all!” That’s how we got the Carriage
House space.

The Post requested an interview with one
of our favorite sponsors - Mr. Nichols about a building owned by Nichols’ Realty,
the Anderson House. The house was
located on Montgomery Street. It had been
sorely neglected. The Anderson House had
broken windows, was infested with rodents
and garbage and even human feces was
all over the floor. Of course there was no
water or heat. The price (free) was right so
we drew up a proposal that if we agreed to
renovate the place, we would be permitted
to use it as our studio space. This bargain
worked out well. An article appeared in The
Post on the front page of the B section.
Mr. Nichols talked about the prospect of
transforming the house into a studio for
the Laurel Art Guild. Now we had a space
to paint. We were delighted.

I had so much fun listening to Louise
Kyanko today and last month to Helen
Hass. They were both so very gracious
with their time. Their experiences as
founders of LAG taught me a lot. Reflecting
on all of the hard work they did to give
the Laurel Art Guild a start, these ladies
certainly deserve our admiration for a
job well done. They deserve our heartfelt
thanks, too. Thank you Helen! Thank you
Louise!

We had found a space to work but where
would we exhibit? It proved necessary to
become masters of outreach. LAG showed
at untraditional venues like movie theatres
and shopping centers. At one exhibit we
invited a high school band to play music.
The kids were so proud to play at the LAG
show. Everyone was having fun looking
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President

2016-17 Executive Board
Vice President
Melissa Price
301-464-1261

Secretary
Peggy Benedict
240-965-6776

Treasurer/Membership
Mary Ellen Simon
301-776-6721

president@
laurelartguild.org

lagopen@
laurelartguild.org

secretary@
laurelartguild.org

Exhibits
Diane Shipley
301-586-0705

Webmaster
John Cholod
301-755-7879

Workshops
Sally Davies
301-441-1645

treasurer@
laurelartguild.org or
membership@
laurelartguild.org
Plein Air
Carol Leo
301-423-6466

exhibits@
laurelartguild.org
MAC Liaison

webmaster@
laurelartguild.org
Laurel Arts District
Liaison
Ada Ghuman
301-490-8003

sallyjkdavies@
hotmail.com
Historian

? HELP NEEDED?

Marleen Cunningham
301-776-7084

Leigh Marget
301-395-2715

paintoutdoors@
laurelartguild.org
Program Speaker
Coordinator
? HELP NEEDED?

tedmar1@msn.com
Publicity
Barb Mertens

Adaspace@gmail.
com
LAG Open
Melissa Price
301-464-1261

lilyzmd@gmail.com
Festival Activities
Newsletter Editor
April Rimpo
?HELP NEEDED? 443-766-0148

barb.mertens@
gmail.com

lagopen@
laurelartguild.org

newsletters@
laurelartguild.org
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Paint-Ins and Outs By Carol Leo
On Sunday, January 28, LAG artists had the
luxury of painting in the tropics, without leaving
our comfort zone as we joined with the
Potomac Valley Watercolorists and met at the
Botanic Gardens in Washington, D.C. For two
hours. Three members of LAG were part of the
large group of artists who painted the beautiful
tropical foliage that is on display at Botanic
Gardens.. Sally Davies, Sharon Sefton, and Carol
Leo from LAG all

LAG Paint-In on Saturday, Feb 24, from 1—4 pm at the carriage house. We have hired a live model for this session, so hope that
many LAG members will be able to participate.
Please let me know if you are interested in signing up for this event.
Carol Leo (240) 475-4219
The following is a list of upcoming plein air events being held by the Potomac

Upcoming Plein Air Events
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Thursday, Mar 29 - National Zoo, DC
Wednesday, April 11 - Nat'l Arboretum Azaleas, DC
Tuesday, May 22 - Bishop's Garden -Nat'l Cathedral, DC
Thursday, June 7 or Saturday, June 9 - Belle Haven Park & Marina, VA
Thursday, June 21 - Kenilworth Gardens, MD
Monday, July 9 - Wilson House, DC
August - date to be confirmed - Lake Accotink Park, VA (Park also has a
boat ride around the lake!)
Saturday, October 6 - C&O Canal, MD - Great Falls
Saturday, October 20 - Patuxent Wildlife Center, Laurel

Potomac Valley and LAG at the Botanic Gardens
Valley Watercolorists. Sally has let us know that
this group has graciously extended an invitation to
the Laurel Art Guild to participate in these plein air
excursions.

Newsletter Input Due
the 10th of the Month
Please provide items you would like to have
included, as space allows.
Any work in a show? Pictures welcome to
brighten our newsletter!
Recent sales?
Your upcoming exhibits?
Calls for artists that you know about and
others should know.
Suggestions for Plein Air location?

Laurel Art Guild Highlights
Montpelier Arts Center
9652 Muirkirk Rd.
Laurel, MD 20708
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