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Carol’s Column
Dear LAG Artists,
Here we are on the other side of another annual LAG Open Juried event. This month at our members meeting
Monday, April 13, we will be able to hear again from our Jurist as he critiques the work of LAG members. Please
see information below. At this April meeting we will also take a vote on our slate of officers for the 2015-16 LAG
term. It is not too late to submit names of those who you feel would be right for the positions of president, vice
president, secretary, and treasurer.
Several exhibit opportunities are in the making, and we are still waiting for details to share with the group. Just
keep painting with the knowledge that there are exhibit opportunities up ahead.
As the weather warms up, we would like to take excursions outdoors to paint. If you have any suggestions for
good painting locations, please send them to paintoutdoors@laurelartguild.org
Very important is the fact that it is the time of the year in which we nominate individuals to serve as officers for
the upcoming LAG term. Please submit names for nomination for the following positions: President, Vice
President, Secretary, Treasurer. These names should be submitted as soon as possible to Mary Ellen Simon at
st89000@verizon.net or mail by postal service to Mary Ellen Simon at 8704 Royal Ridge Lane, Laurel, MD
20708. You may nominate yourself or another LAG member. We will vote on the slate of officers at our April
meeting to be held on Monday, April 13.*****
We look forward to hearing the news of the latest artistic endeavors of our members, so remember to send the
information to newsletter@laurelartguild.org by the 17th of each month. Thank you!
Carol Leo

Monday, April 13, 2015 7:00 PM Members Meeting
Stephen Hanks, Guest Critique Artist
The juror of this year's LAG Open, Stephen Hanks will be our guest speaker at
our April Members’ Meeting . He will be critiquing members' works. Please bring
in one or two pieces for which you want feedback. They can be pieces that are in
their early or middle stages of completion or pieces that are finished. I know he
will give some very informative suggestions. Hope to see you at the meeting.
Stephen T. Hanks has been a practicing professional artist for more than 40
years. He studied and earned his BFA at the University of Colorado in 1972 and
earned his Master's degree in Art Education at SUNY New Paltz. Thereafter, Mr.
Hanks worked as a commercial artist for IBM, a computer graphics software
designer, a project manager, and worked independently as an illustrator for a
variety of publications, while continuing professional painting and teaching art
part-time. He has taught art at local high schools, colleges, and senior centers.
Over the years he has exhibited in a number of galleries and museums including
the local Strathmore Museum, Black Rock Art center, and the Kentland's
Mansion. He is a Signature Member of the Baltimore Watercolor Society and has
been an associate member of the National and American Watercolor Societies
for many years. He specializes in both drawing and watercolor media producing
an eclectic mix of non-objective, abstract, and realistic content. Even his nonrepresentational work, upon closer examination, reveals landscapes, faces and
human forms, Christian symbols, and fantastic imagery that grow out of the
design. Mr. Hanks is also an accomplished portrait artist and illustrator
occasionally doing private commissioned portraits. Mr. Hanks’ website
(www.sthanks.com) has some of his artwork, an interactive blog, thousands of
examples of his students’ artwork, and information about his art classes.

Workshop Update submitted by Donna Aldridge
I have one opening for the Emily Conover Workshop scheduled for April 11 at Riderwood. Anyone
interested? Nine people are signed up. I have limited this workshop to only 10 artists since it is an
independent, any medium workshop supervised by a professional artists/professor who assists in design,
etc. Let me know. This workshop will be held since I have enough artists to afford this one. Emily's
workshops are special in that she works one on one with each artist in whatever medium they have
chosen. You can do oil, acrylic, watercolor, collage but no pastels. Beginner's are welcome but since
there is no demo, just a short discussion on design and color, the workshop is geared more toward
intermediate level painters. Artists come with 1-3 projects in mind and select one with Emily's assistance
and we critique at the end of the workshop.
I have 8 people signed up so far for Steve Fleming's workshop in May. I have room for 5 more and need
10 people to have this workshop.

Exhibits Update submitted by Diane Shipley:
2015
LAG’s exhibit at Huntington Community Center’s Art Gallery/Cyber Cafe in Bowie is now on display and
looks great. The delightful reception was held on March 12 with most of the artists and some guests in
attendance. A special thanks goes out to Tom Kirby for organizing this show. Great job, Tom!!! Thanks
also to Ada Ghuman, Mary Ellen Simon, and Linda Williams for helping Tom hang all of the art work. It
was a huge undertaking. Please try to stop by to see the show. Pickup for this show is Thursday, April
30, 2-4 pm and 6-8:30 pm

The May exhibit which was scheduled for Laurel Regional Hospital has been postponed due to
personnel changes at the hospital. We will still have the show, but probably not until a start date of June
or July. I hope to have the confirmed dates available soon.
2016

LAG Online Exhibit submitted by April Rimpo
“Animals” is the theme of our latest Online Exhibit. As always the login and password have been set per

the rules in the Online Exhibit Instructions. If you’d like to add one painting to this exhibits feel free to do
so. The exhibit will remain on line for one year. If you don’t have the instructions or lost them, email me
and I’ll send them to you.
If you’d like me to post an image for you, please send on image in jpeg format. Preferable if the image is
only of the painting with no mat or frame showing. Please provide the title, medium, and size. If you’d like to
sell the work, please include a price and contact information that you are willing to put on the internet.
The exhibit for the past three months has been “Black and White.” Exhibit may be viewed here .
Eight members exhibited. Exhibits remain online and are accessible for one year.

Member News
LAG welcomes three new members this month.
John Cholod. John is a Laurel resident whose medium is photography. He can be reached at
john.cholod@gmail.com or 301-755-7879.
Daniel Venne is a returning member who lives in Mount Rainier and works in oil, encaustic and
pastel. Daniel can be reached at Daniel Venne1@gmail.com or 202-274-5781.
Peggy Benedict is also a Laurel resident whose media are acrylic and collage. She can be reached at
pabenedict2@verizon.net or 240-965-6776.
Congratulations to new member John Cholod, whose photograph "Dark Reverie," sold at LAG's Juried
Open exhibit
Donna Aldridge, Betty Farrar and Jane Trout are having an exhibit of their watercolors at Paint Branch
Unitarian Church, 3215 Powder Mill Rd., Adelphi through the beginning of May. You are invited to come
and may call the church at 301 572-2898 to learn when the building is open.
Charles Reiher has a piece on the 3rd floor of the Lowe House Office Building in Annapolis during the
legislative session. He has work in the Hyattsville Community Arts Alliance's exhibits at Doctor's Hospital
in Lanham; at Franklin's Restaurant in Hyattsville; and Old Line Bistro in Beltsville. The Open Studio Tour
of the Gateway Arts District is the second Saturday in May, May 9th. Charles will have about 15 newly
framed pieces in his studio that day. All are invited to come and see his work.

Exhibit Opportunity
Are you interested in exhibiting your artwork in a pleasant, well lighted space which has visitors in and out
especially on Sundays, a low commission and an opportunity to have a reception? Did you know that Paint
Branch Unitarian Universalist Church on Powder Mill Road in Adelphi offers this. For further information
please call or email Jane Trout at 301 572-2898 or jd_trout@msn.com.

2014-15 Executive Board
President

Vice President

Secretary

Treasurer/Membership

Carol Leo

Melissa Price

Phyllis Ross

Mary Ellen Simon

301 423-6466, 240-475-4219 301 464-1261
president@laurelartguild.org wingate_1@verizon.net

301 725-0627
secretary@laurelartguild.org

301 776-6721
treasurer@laurelartguild.org or
membership@laurelartguild.org

Exhibits

Webmaster

Workshops

Plein Air

Diane Shipley
301 586-0705
exhibits@laurelartguild.org

April Rimpo
410 531-7602
webmaster@laurelartguild.org

Donna Aldridge

Carol Leo
301 423-6466
paintoutdoors@laurelartguild.org

MAC Liaison

Critique

Laurel Arts District
Liaison

Historian

Marleen Cunningham
301 776-7084
tedmar1@msn.com

M.E. Simon
301 776-6721
st8900@verizon.net

Ada Ghuman
301 490-8003
exhibits@laurelartguild.org

Anne Harter
301 345-5327
aharter@verizon.net

LAG Open

Scholarship

*Festival Activities*

Publicity

Risa Elle
571- 306-3238
lagopen@laurelartguild.org

Mary Ellen Gordon

?

Sylvia Valentino

301 927-5999
dc.aldridge@comcast.net

301- 509-8290
maryellengordon17@gmail.com

Newsletter
?

Items with ? Are in need of Chairpersons!

slvtalk@yahoo.com.

LAG Calendar 2015
Board Meeting, Saturday, April 4, 2015 10 AM
Member Meeting, Monday, April 13, 2015, 7 PM, MAC
Emily Conover Workshop, Friday, April 11, 2015, 9:30 AM-3:30 PM

Send information for the newsletter
to newsletter@laurelartguild.org
DEADLINE FOR CONTENT FROM
EACH BOARD AND/OR GENERAL
MEMBER IS THE 17th OF THE
MONTH.

Herb, Tea, and Arts Festival, Saturday, April 25, 2015

Laurel Regional Hospital Exhibit, Dates TBA

Please proof your submission, and
use of Arial font and 12 point size is
greatly appreciated. Thank you!

Steve Fleming Workshop, Saturday, May 16, 2015, 9:30 AM-3:30 PM

Montpelier Arts Center, Laurel, MD

Huntington Exhibit Pickup, April 30, 2-4 pm and 6-8:30 pm.

http://arts.pgparks.com/Our_Facilities/
Montpelier_Arts_Center/Visit_Us.htm
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